25X1

25X1

- 25X1

Approved Fé?%@@éﬂ&\‘o&moossoqﬁb 9/
. CENTRAL INTE REPORTNO.[ ]

- \J S

: '“‘\Q,‘&i\ INFORMATION REPO RT cowo.
}»g}‘i—\' 25X1
COUNTRY East Germany DATE DISTR.
SUBJECT lst VP Air Division NO. OF PAGES 3
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS. S
ACQUIRED . CLISTED BELOW)
DATE OF SUPPLEMENT TO 25X1
INFO. REPORT NO.

4 7RIS DoCEEE Y Thi
i} OF YRR ORIILD SYATRS WIVHIN Uit CEANIDG OF YHE ZOPIONAGR ACY o 7
9. 0. £, 31 AID 32, AS AMENDED, TS

oF 178

OF THE REVILATION

FERSOW 18 Pao- bl

My

B

1. In early September, | [the flying and sround personnel of

the 1st VP Air Div, and the division headquarteis were located in Cottins,

The administrative personnel of the 1st and 3d Regts were stationed in

Bautzen and the aduinistrative persomnel of the 2d Regt in Kavenz, Tho 1lst,

2d and 34 !faint Dns were located in Cottbus, Kauenz and Uaut.en respectively. (1)

Z. Per:onnel & renrths,
Division

. lloadquarters:

The headquarters consisted of about 120 of'ficers and 7, The exact strensth
could not be deterrined because nest of the personnel iero atiendin: courses

in Cottbus, Ranenz and Bautzen. Only about 15 officers and 10 i wore

observed at the headvnarters buildinz itself, . radar section of three
oificors and eight W1 was also assizned to tho division headquarter 5, which
furthermere included a sinnal section, the officers and Untericomnissarce of
which had been trained in Pirna. In early September, the division ud or:;;anizod
a trairing course for the flyin: and scrvice persornel of' its thrac regiments,
vource observed a total of 320 nen, entering the billets. (2)

be  kach regiment of the division consisted of a headquarters of aboul 10 men and
of three squadrons. About 29 adriinistrative nersornel icre assigned te each
sQuaGron., )

Go nach naintenance batlalion cousisted of an aircralt maintenance waii, a iuel
suoniy unit of about 20 men, a ucter tratsport unit of about 50 men & signal
unit, anC a snwply unit, (3) :

3a  Specialized training was exclusively orianized y the headquarters of t o lst Air

Division. i:eneral wilitary training was conducted on the Lasis of resuiations

issucd by the ‘ain administration for Trainin: (1UVA), 1In early Leptenlcr, a

training couvrse for f1ying and technical personmel vas held in Cottbus, Instruc—

tlon was -iven on Tak-9 and Tuk-18 aircrart ineluding their engincs. I struction
on’ aerodymanics, apd navi-ation, .and Holitical intoctrination verc also iven,
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L.essons were given from § a.m. %0 2 p.m, and after 5 p.m, The training
was acheduled to last three years., ilowever, the nrogram could alse be
covered in 15 months. Another training course was erpanized for future
instructors in navigation. Polizeirat Lurt Dobidat and five other men
participated in a course for parachutBts, which was to make the students
familiar with the [olding of parachutes and the peculiarities of the

six different types of parachutes in use., Parachute jumps with these
varachutes wore also practiced, On 1l Leptember, a signal communications
course was scheduled to start in Zautzen, The personnel of the radar
gection of the division headquarters was to attend this course., 4 course
Tor the handling of oxygen was held in Kamenz., (L)

o technical instructions were given to the administrative personnel of
the three regiments and the three maintenance battalions. The daily duties
of these porsonnel included guard details, basic training, training in
Firing,physical training and political indoctrination. The units in XKamens
rotated for harvesting worlk.

4 training course was piven for junior officers in Pirna until sbout early
fugust 19)2., Subjects taught included Russian, chemistry, physics, gecmetry
snd mathenmatics. The students were told that they were designated to serve
=8 pilota. Soviet medical officers thoroughly inspected them and rejected
many of the trainees. Those who wet the required physical standards were
zgked whether they were ready to attend, for a period of two years, a

school from whore they could not go on leave. Those who consented to [3+]
wore granted d leave and, accerding to a VP Kommissar, who was rejectec as
chysically unfit, probably departed to the U,S5,S.R. in early Septembey 12?2.

In early September, recruits from 10 to 2l years old continuously arrived
YTor the 1st VP Air Div in Kamenz. The recruits had to wear their civilian
~lothes for a number of days, because enovgh uniforms wero not available,
‘rior to being recruited, the young men were promised that they would be
ziven assignments with special consideration to their professional training,
However, this promise was not keph,

iany of the members ol fie lst VP Air Div inasmuch as they did not belong to
the flying or maintenance personnel woere dissatisi'ied with their now status,
frior to their btransfer to the Air Police they had been promised that they

would receive at least the same pay as in their previous assimenth low=

aver, uany of the officers were given assigmments in vwhich they drew less
ray than before.

On 7 October 1952, on the o.casion of the parade in Last Berlin colebrating
the anniversary of the foundation of the German Democratic Republic, five
companies of the Kasernierte Volkspolizei numbering 100 men each were
sbaserved, They definitely were an air force unit. The companies marched
in ranks of 10 men abreast. The first cempany was led by a major ard the
first rank of this unit consisted exclusively of officers. The other com=
canies were also led by an officer but consisted ordy of R having the

asome grade, Tho soldiers were unarued and wore epaulets with a silver cross
har, Officers and enlisted men wore olive drsb uniforms, those of the
»flicers being of a superior quality and cut. Both wore light blue collar
ratches, the LB with a gilver wing on them, 41l the uniforms seen had
~losed collars, The cuifls of officers' uniforms had light blue pipings and
wipings of the same color were on the outside seams of their breeches,

'*he officers also wore belts and epaulets. The company comnenders had sore
wice caps with Vlack=redw-gold cotkades snd wings. The )0 officers of the
first rank of the first company wore olive drab garrison caps in bhe
Soviet atyle with light blue pipings. The %7 wore clive drab blouses and
ski trousers, black belts with wmebhal buckles without any cmblems, and ligat
slue-borcered olive drab epaulets. the sizc of the former German epaulcts,
The cocksdes on garrison caps had no wings. o special insiznia were seen,
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Of the 500 Air Police, L50 were 17 to 20 years old, the remairder
20 to 23 years old. The personnel showed excellent marching dise-
cipline and, contrary to the other VP units, scemed to represent an
elite. (06)

| .|Gcm1;1e nts,

The headquarters of the VP air division was previously itelieved to he
located in Kamenz. lHowever, | |kr1mﬂﬂjf;s
of the organization of the first VP air division.| ¥
that the division headquarters and the lst Regt are stationed in
Cottbus, and the 2d and 3¢ Reyts in Karmenz and Bautgen respectlvely,
is believed to be correct. The assumption that the flying personnel
of the division was assembled in Cottbus for training was revorted
proviously. | | « Cn 25 and 26 September, pilots,

. who had attended this course, arrived in Bautzen, where their training
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wag continued. The same applies probably alse to Kamenz. |

| 25X1

A signal school of the Kasernierte Volkspolizei is located in Pirna,

‘The orianization of the regiments and battalions follows the Soviet
-pattern. The flying personnel and particularly well trained technical
persoennel are assigned to the regiments. To each regiment is attachecd
a special meinterance and svpply Lattalion, which corresponds to the
Soviet OATBs. :

It was previously assumed that training of pilots was conducted with
Yak-lls, However, the description of the aireraft given[ _____ |is

too vague to support this assumption. Since initial pilot training

was given at the tiue of observation it appears more probably that Yak-18s
were actually used., However, this voint requires clarification. Infor-
mation on_the signal course given in Bautzen was transmitted previously,

I I - ‘
L]

This item of information camnot be evaluated. The possibility that
pilots of the former German Air Force sre bein; trained outside Germany
was indicated proviously. According to other reporis, there is a Soviet-
arency at Somngstein Castle near Pirna, to which German technical per-
sonnel and engineers are assi: med,

For uniforms and grade insignia observed at the parade in Derlin, seo
Annex, ' '
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A Annex

Uniforms and Grade Insisnia of VD dir Units

Observed in Serlin
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1. Ofiicers' uniforn

2o ‘bii upiforn

» Collar patech for olficers

4. Coliar patech for ...

5. ..paiuliet worn by ficld-prade officero
6. 4p0>?et“ wern by junior officers

{a paniets worn by Ife

- -

e Instionia worn on officers' cops
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